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Vincent enjoying the garden at Acorns Hospice, Worcester.

AND THE GREATEST OF ALL IS CHARITY…
harity also means love which is quite
appropriate when we think of the
modern day meaning of charity. We
give, with love, to help others. It is wonderful to
read, in the midst of all the horror and turmoil
that is going on in the world, about the abundance
of generous love that is still going on in the
world. It can range from small acts of kindness to
large sums of money raised to support Cancer
Research, Air Ambulance or local charities such
as Acorns Hospice and Worcestershire Cancer
Aid. Either way it’s “feel good” news, and it’s what
makes the world seem a much better place to
you and me. It also, obviously, has a very positive
effect on the charity the money has been raised for,
enabling them to help even more people in need.

C

When people say ‘Charity begins at home’ they
very often mean and believe ‘You should look
after your own children, family and own friends
first and then be kind to people’ which is not
the original meaning. The original meaning is
that charity begins in the home - that is to say
we learn about charity in the home and in our
upbringing. I love to hear of children raising
money, selling outside their houses cakes they
have made, sponsored walks and swimathons in what can be a very selfish world, selfless acts
of generous love.
Christ Church endeavours to raise money for
various charities throughout the year. A charity
very close to our hearts is Operation Christmas
Child and you can read more about that in the
Continued on page 3 ➳
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Welcome
How About Saving
Money?
If you have enjoyed reading
this magazine, and we do
hope you have, would you like
to receive it regularly to keep
up to date with all that is happening at Christ
Church? We will send it electronically and save
money, printing costs and the environment and
you don’t miss any of our events.
PLEASE email

Artwork: Helen Reeves
01684 541766
Email: helen@reevesdesign.co.uk

angie@christchurch-malvern.org.uk

Christ Church Hall Lettings:
Rebecca Ramsay
01684 560663
Email: churchbooking@btinternet.com

We do have a website and this can be found at:

Humpty Dumpty Parent & Toddler Group:
Rosemary Webb
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Look Us Up Online
www.christchurch-malvern.org.uk

Where to Find Christ Church
We are situated in Avenue Road only a few
minutes from Great Malvern Railway Station.
Our address is:
Avenue Road, Malvern,
Worcestershire
WR14 3AY

➳ Continued from page 1
magazine and, with that in mind, we thought it
would be good to raise money for children . So
we have chosen Acorns Hospice and Operation
Christmas Child as our 2018 fund raising effort.
Help us to help the children, please and ,if you
would like to contribute, we have a collection
box in the Church or if you would like to do
a fund raiser for us we would be delighted, as
would they. Let us bring some light and love in to
this , at times, rather dark world and let it begin
right now.
Angela Green

Canon Harold
Goddard, Associate
Priest at Christ Church
writes

Dear friends.

E

aster is very early this year - 1st April. So
Lent begins this year on 14th February, Ash
Wednesday. People often ask me why Easter
varies so much from year to year - the answer is that
Easter, like the Jewish Festival of Passover (Pasach) is
calculated from the date of the first sighting of the
Nissan moon in Jerusalem. (Nissan is not a make
of car but one of the Jewish calendar months!)
Early Christian churches in Jerusalem, Alexandria
and Rome all had different ways of calculating the
date of Easter, which can still cause some confusion
in ecumenical relations today. For example when I
was a curate in Birmingham in the 1960s the Greek
Orthodox priest wanted to organise the local
Council of Churches Good Friday procession - it
did not work because his Good Friday was a week
later than our’s that year. So we had our procession
on our Good Friday and he had his procession on
his Good Friday - and God laughed!! Of course

everything is commercialised these days and the
first Easter eggs were in some branches of Tesco
on Boxing Day 2017!
Every year we remember and celebrate the
Resurrection of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ
on that first Easter Day over 2000 years ago. But
before he could rise from the dead Jesus had to die
in agony on the cross on the first Good Friday. By
his life, death and resurrection Jesus demonstrated
the grace. love and forgiveness of God for all of us.
But it is a costly grace - not cheap grace. It is not
triumphalist. It cost Jesus Christ, son of God and son
of Mary his own human life.“He died that we might
be forgiven, he died to make us good, that we might
go at last to heaven, saved by his precious blood.”
Our Christian belief, our Christian trust is that we
are in a living, loving relationship with God now
in our human lives and that when we die and go
home to Heaven we will remain in that living, loving
relationship with God, but in his nearer presence.
It is this faith which sustains our church community
at Christ Church, where in the past year we have
seen ten of our members, some of whom had been
housebound or in nursing homes for a long time
“promoted to glory” as our Salvation Army friends
insist on referring to the deaths of committed
Christians. Joyce Chalmers, Nicol Blount, Harold
Pearce, Brenda Pearce, Ron Leppard, Margaret
Richards, Dorothy Clark, Sandra Cole, Vicky Yates
and John Parker. May they all rest in peace and rise
in glory when the Lord Jesus Christ returns in glory
to sum up all things in Himself.
With my prayers and best wishes,
Canon Harold Goddard
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Saturday Book Fairs
Our Book Fairs are each Saturday and you are most
definitely assured of a very warm welcome and
refreshments amongst friends. A huge choice of books,
CD’s, DVD’s and gifts and cards, including our wonderful
handmade card stall for Worcestershire Cancer Aid.

Sunday 18th March 2018 3.00 p.m. Michael
Bochmann and Orchestra Pro Anima and with
Tim Sidford on piano. Another opportunity to spend
a delightful afternoon in the company of Michael and
his orchestra. Bringing top class music to Malvern . Piano
& Strings will include the unmissable Mozart Piano
Concerto in A K414,Vivaldi Double Violin Concerto in A,
Achron:Hebrew Melody, Debussy Clair de Lune & music
by Handel and Ireland
Tickets £17 & £13 (students half-price and free entry for
children of 10 and under) from Malvern TIC 21 Church
Street, Malvern WR14 2AA 01684 892289
Refreshments at the interval
Sunday afternoon concert 3.00 p.m. 15th April
with Enigma Duo Katherine Thomas Harpist,
Laurence Kempton violin. Laurence and Katherine
have been performing together for several years to
great critical acclaim. They have now formed the Enigma
Duo, playing their favourite music from the Baroque
period to the present day, from opera to pop; frequently
improvising and creating amazing music! Their concert,
Rêves d’Amour,will include beautiful music by Elgar,
Dvorak and Pärt, and melodies from stage and screen
including Ladies in Lavender and Scent of a Woman.
Tickets (Available at the door) Adults £12 Students £6
Children Free. Refreshments at the interval

AND… LOOKING AHEAD
Friday evening Concert 7.30 p.m. 8th June Michael
Bochmann returns with Orchestra pro Anima, a
summer evening of wonderful music with Michael and
his Orchestra, with a mixed programme of music from
the Baroque, Classical and Romantic periods. full details
soon- so do check our web site.
www.christchurch-malvern.org.uk
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WHAT’S ON
Saturday Evening Concert 7.30 p.m. 7th July
Worcestershire Symphony Orchestra returns,
another unmissable date for you diary, The
programme will be: Mendelssohn - Violin concerto,
Tchaikovsky – Variations on a Rococo theme for
cello, and Beethoven Eroica Symphony.The soloists
will be leader, Victoria Lee and Sally Alexander,
leader of the cello section. Full details will be on our
web site soon, so reserve that date!

SERVICES AT CHRIST CHURCH
NEW
Wednesday Holy Communion 9.30 a.m. Holy
Communion with Canon H Goddard, to be held
in choir stalls, the 1st Wednesday of each month.

EASTER SERVICES
Our Easter Services With Canon Harold Goddard:
Ash Wednesday 14th February 7.00 p.m.
Ashing Service
Palm Sunday 25th March 11.00 a.m.
Holy Communion
Thursday 29th March 7.00 p.m.
Maundy Thursday Holy Communion
Good Friday 30th March 2.00 p.m. - 3.00 p.m.
Devotional Hour, a quiet and
contemplative time of reflection
Sunday 1st April 11.00 a.m.
Easter Day Holy Communion

SANDRA COLE RIP

W

OUR FIRST CONCERT OF 2018
LITTLE MALVERN ENSEMBLE TRIO

W

ell, we were somewhat disheartened by the weather
and hoped that it would not deter our audience but
we need not have feared. How wonderful to see you
all arrive in the pouring rain and into the warmth of the wonderful
concert. What an atmosphere and, as we anticipated a wonderful
performance, I think it even exceeded expectations. The applause
at the end of the Schindler was thunderous and we were richly
rewarded by an encore- another Schindler, this time Lullaby. For
me the programme was perfect as it was revisiting “old friends” in
Beethoven and Elgar and making new acquaintances of Nino Rota
and Peter Schindler. However, it was the brilliance of all the players,
the very versatile Mike Halliday on not one but two instruments,
clarinet and saxophone, Natalie Halliday on cello and Tim Sidford on
piano , that earned the applause. Members of the audience kindly
said Christ Church had a wonderful reputation for concerts but it
really is performances like this that make it a popular venue. Our
grateful thanks to the musicians and to our audience for making it
such a tremendous afternoon.
Angela Green

e were all saddened and
shocked by the very
sudden death of Sandra, our
Churchwarden. Sandra was a loyal
and faithful friend and member of
the congregation who became
part of the fixtures and fittings
at Christ Church, never failing to
attend each Sunday and at all our
concerts and events, travelling
over from Hindlip each week.
She helped with the shoe boxes
for many years and has wrapped
hundreds ready to be sent to
the children. She was a member
of the PCC for several years and
on the Events Committee and
Churchwarden for the past three
years. Sandra also dedicated many
hours over the last 30 years to
Danemere Animal Rescue, where
she was one of the founding
members and worked hard for
the benefit of the thousands of
animals and helping to find them
loving homes.
Sadly Sandra’s health had
deteriorated and she was in much
pain, it did not stop her coming
to Church though. She had a
lot of difficulty with mobility but
her death was a shock to us all.
Canon Harold Goddard presided
at a very well attended and very
dignified funeral at Worcester
Crematorium where we gave
thanks for her life. The collection
was for Danemere so Sandra’s
work could carry on.
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FOR THE CHILDREN’S
SOCIETY
because Every child
needs, help, hope and
someone who believes
in them.
Each year Christ Church has
held a Christingle Service to
raise vital funds for the Children’s
Society. The Children’s Society
has been working with young
people for many, many years.
Right now, in Britain today, there
are children and young people
who feel scared, unloved and
unable to cope. They feel alone
in the world, like they just don’t
matter. This is a lonely place
for them, where it is easy to
feel overwhelmed They can
be listened to and supported
and have their lives’ changed,
because no child should feel
alone in this world, at any time
not just Christmas time . Our
congregation have also been
filling the Christingle candle
boxes all year and we were so
pleased to have raised £175 .
If you would like a box to take
home and fill just let us know
next time you are in Church.
Angela Green
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Sheila Collis & Hilary Berry with their raffle prizes.

RAISING MONEY FOR MEGAN BAKER HOUSE
As the song goes – “the weather outside was frightful” – indeed the weather was atrocious. At one point we
feared we may have to cancel, but the concert went ahead! And we were most grateful to have such a lovely
and appreciative audience beginning their Christmas in true Christmas By Candlelight style! All the classics,
beautifully sung and the musicians were simply superlative. A highlight personally had to be Catherine Handley
playing the “Snowman”, but it is hard to choose any one highlight in truth as everything was so wonderful. We
are still waiting to hear how much money was raised for Megan Baker House, working with young people with
cerebral palsy. As our audience stepped back out to the cold night air they weren’t exactly Walking in the air
but they did have a special Christmas magic to take home, and that wasn’t only Brian’s scrumptious mince pies!!
Linda will be back next year, be sure not to miss it!

A BIG THANK YOU TO
Pat Parks for all the work she
does throughout the year, not
just at Christmas, to make our
Church look beautiful.
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PRAYER FOR THE
LYTTELTON WELL
MARCH

Thank God for all the
ways He has blessed us
over the last 25 years and
pray for all involved in the

Some of our congregation loading up the boxes.

governance of The Lyttelton
Well as we seek to deliver

SHOE BOXES – SIMPLE BOXES OF
LOVE AND COMPASSION

a vision for the next 25
years.  In particular, pray
for the Counselling Service
as it expands to meet an
increasing variety of needs,
including counselling for 1619 year olds.  Pray too for
the chaplaincy team as they
offer comfort, support and
prayer to those who visit us.

Time for a smile

We were truly thrilled to have broken our record and 443 shoes boxes were
collected on Friday and sent safely on their way to Belarus But, wherever the
destination and however many the miles travelled it all still adds up to the same
, 443 children who otherwise would not have received anything. This small box
from an unknown stranger, a wonder to them all as they open up and the contents
are revealed. A truly magical moment for them. It was wonderful that once more
Dyson Perrins school participated , an amazing 81 boxes! Along with Malvern
Parish School ., Malvern St James, Pendock and the Chase. together with lots in
Malvern who have contributed, a real team effort ! It was very emotional to see
all of the boxes being loaded by some of the congregation and we are already
planning next year’s collection and will be holding another shoe box workshop
early this year. Warm cosy glow all round then!!

WHATS UP DOC?
A lady in the church was
well-known for looking
on the black side of every
situation. It was always bad
news and never good news.
She went to her doctor one
day for a general medical
examination. When this
was finished the doctor
said, “I have good news
and bad news. The good
news is that you are not a
hypochondriac.”

8 CHRIST CHURCH MAGAZINE | SPRING 2018

Angela Green

Children receiving
their boxes.

Children at Dyson
Perrins helping us
load up.

Sue & Paul Tindall, Worcestershire Area Connect Volunteers for
Operation Christmas Child write:
It is with heartfelt thanks I write this letter to thank
you for all your work in the 2017 Operation
Christmas Child campaign. Christchurch sent in a
massive 443 shoeboxes! We thank you all for the
work you have done for children throughout the
world. This year the majority of the 4192 boxes
collected in Worcestershire went to Belarus .
Paul and I had the opportunity to see the impact of
a simple shoebox gift packed and sent with love, has
on a child and how it reaches into a community.We
went to Albania on the 15th December to witness
and help in the giving out of shoeboxes. What an
amazing experience! The country had been at war
until the late 1990’s and we saw much evidence of
this as we travelled around. Albania is one of the
poorest countries in Europe, with poor energy and
transport infrastructure.
The children (and parents) we met were very poor
but so grateful for the gifts. One child found a card
in her box from the donor and she sat enthralled
as one of the pastors translated it for her. When
we went to a hospital, we gave out boxes to the

children in the wards and were able to sit and
watch the children open them. The soft toys were
an immediate hit, as were the hats. One child had
coloured pencils in his box but he didn’t know
what they were as he had only ever had a black
lead pencil to use. Small things that we and our
children take for granted mean so much to them.
At an outside distribution 250+ children had stood
for 2 hours waiting for our arrival in temperatures
of -4°. How they cheered when we arrived, boxes
were soon distributed and with smiles all around
the children soon took their prize possession home.
• Did we see God at work?
• Are shoeboxes a worthwhile charity to
support?
• Would we go again?
We’ve been asked these three questions over and
over again since we returned just before Christmas
and the answer would be YES! YES! YES!
Thank you once again for all your support, we look
forward to working with you further in 2018
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ENIGMA DUO
perform Rêves d’Amour

O

n 15th April at 3.00 p.m. we are thrilled to be hosting
this concert, as part of our Sunday afternoon concert
programme. Katherine has performed several times at
Christ Church and this time it will again be something new for our
audience. I hope you are as excited about the programme as we are
and feel you want to join us for an afternoon of simply beautiful music
by two highly accomplished and respected musicians. I was honoured
when Katherine contacted me and Enigma Duo are in such demand
that it has been booked for a long time, testament to their popularity.
And so, what treats are in store? Rêves d’Amour will include beautiful
music by Elgar, Dvorak and Pärt, and melodies from stage and screen
including Ladies in Lavender and Scent of a Woman. As ever we will
have an interval with refreshments to add to your enjoyment
Tickets (Available at the door) Adults £12 Students £6 Children
Free Further details available from Angie Green at Christ Church
Katherine Thomas harpinwales@btinternet.com

ABOUT “Enigma Duo”

L

aurence Kempton studied violin and chamber music at the Royal
Academy of Music, where his teachers included Maurice Hasson
and members of the Amadeus String Quartet. He left to take up
the position of Principal 2nd Violin with the English String Orchestra,
where he worked closely with Yehudi Menuhin. He has subsequently
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played with many of the
country’s finest orchestras and
world renowned conductors,
performing throughout Europe,
Africa & Asia. As a soloist he
has recorded for both CD
and television, and concerto
performances have included
the major works of Bach, Vivaldi,
Mozart, Mendelssohn, Bruch
and Beethoven. As a chamber
musician he has performed
extensively both in this country
and abroad, with a variety of
performances ranging from
broadcasting live on Radio 3 to
recitals at festivals throughout
Europe, and the intimate setting
of hospice wards as far afield as
Hong Kong.
atherine Thomas is a harpist
who has performed with
artists varying from Bryn
Terfel and Rolando Villazon
to Katherine Jenkins and the
Manic Street Preachers. She has
toured extensively as a soloist
and with orchestras such as the
Orchestra of the Welsh National
Opera (WNO) with whom she
is Principal Harp. A graduate of
the Guildhall School of Music
& Drama, where she studied
the harp with David Watkins,
Katherine plays the traditional
celtic and triple harps as well as
the pedal harp. Chamber music
is an integral part of Katherine’s
work, playing with violinist
Laurence Kempton in the Enigma
Duo, and joining flautist Sarah
Newbold and violist Martin
Outram in the Alvor Trio.

K

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF
PAYER
Friday 2nd March 2018

The interdenominational movement of the Women’s
World Day of Prayer invites everyone to attend one of
over 5,000 services being held on Friday 2nd March with
the title ‘All God’s Creation is Very Good!’ We will join an
estimated 3 million people around the world that day in
a service which has been written this year by the women
of Suriname in South America.

LOOKING AT THE WORLD
UPSIDE DOWN
They have no need of our help
So do not tell me
These haggard faces could belong to you or me
Should life have dealt us a different hand
We need to see them for what they really are
Chancers and scroungers
Layabouts and loungers

Starting in Samoa as the sun rises, and ending as the sun
sets off the coast of American Samoa, the service will have
been translated into more than 95 languages and 1000
dialects as we are reminded that we have responsibilities
in caring for this wonderful world we live in. With its vast
rainforest and wealth of resources, Suriname asks us
to pray for conservation and the protection of wildlife,
through an awareness of pollution, misuse and abuse,
as well as for the situation in Suriname and concerns
for the future.

With bombs up their sleeves

Services in Malvern will be held at Christ Church, Avenue
Road, at 2.00pm and at Malvern Evangelical Church,
Pickersleigh Road, at 7.30pm. This is not simply a day of
prayer for women, but for everyone who cares about our
world and those who live in it.

Share out homes

Cut-throats and thieves
They are not
Welcome here
We should make them
Go back to where they came from
They cannot
Share our food

Share our countries
Instead, let us
Build a wall to keep them out
It is not okay to say
These people are just like us
A place should belong to those who were born
here
Do not be stupid to think that

A PESSIMIST IS SOMEONE WHO, WHEN
OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS, COMPLAINS
ABOUT THE NOISE.

The world can be looked at another way

(Now read this from bottom to top)
Brian Bilston
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The ‘Centenary Soldier’
sculpture stands an impressive
10 metres tall on a plinth of
limestone sourced from the
Somme, and is encased in a
perspex obelisk.
Award-winning artist Mark
Humphrey was commissioned
to produce the sculpture
by the Royal British Legion
to celebrate the Every One
Remembered campaign,
The campaign has been
dubbed the greatest ever
act of Remembrance for the
anniversary of the outbreak
of the First World War , and
the statue has previously taken
pride of place in London’s
Trafalgar Square and Cardiff city
centre.

WE WILL REMEMBER
THEM
And so we held our annual Remembrance
Sunday Service, once again delighted to
be joined by the Malvern Sea Cadets,
accompanied by their C.O. L.T. Pam
Holloway. Our thanks to the Bugler who
played the Last Post and Reveille, Stephen
Ewence. And this year we commemorate
100 years since the end of the First Word
war, with as many reasons now as then that
we never forget the sacrifices made then
and now.

Edward Dodsworth and the Malvern Sea Cadets.
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OUR DEAR D E PART E D FR I E N D S
DOROTHY CLARK RIP

sacristan at Christ Church. Although

attended church once a month until

Dorothy Clark was an active

she had not attended Christ Church

November, and had habitually been

member of the congregation at

for many months, she is sadly missed

the first to arrive at church, complete

Christ Church Malvern. She trained

by her friends at Christ Church and

with

as a Lay Pastoral Assistant and kept

St. Mary’s and by her family.

discovered what was in it. You may

in touch with the sick, elderly and

his

backpack. We

never

have seen John forging up Avenue

housebound members of the Christ

VICKY YATES RIP

Road, bent almost double, making his

Church congregation.When her own

Vicky Yates died recently in Hastings

way to Lyttelton Well where he took

mobility worsened, she used her own

Care Home after being unwell

lunch on Friday. Allan Green called

telephone to continue this valuable

for some time. She was born in

to deliver a Christmas card for him

pastoral ministry. She also served as

Argentina and lived there for

and was struck that the carer who

a member of Christ Church PCC

some years. Eventually she came

told him that John had very recently

and as the representative of Christ

to Malvern where she worked as

died in hospital was visibly upset by

Church on the Malvern Deanery

Headmistress’s secretary for seven

his demise. A very gentle man.

Synod. She was leader of Christ

successive heads of Malvern Girls

Church Mothers Union and proudly

College (now Malvern St. James

BRENDA PEARCE RIP

paraded their banner at Diocesan

School) right next door to Christ

Brenda died in November, aged 92,

MU Festivals. One year she invited

Church Malvern. She remained

shortly before Christmas, following

Malvern Deanery MU members to

an active member of the Malvern

the loss of her beloved husband,

hold their Deanery Festival in Christ

Girls College and Malvern St. James

Harold, last August. She had suffered

Church. She helped with flower

community in her retirement. She

from the after-effects of a nasty fall.

arrangements at Christ Church,

was a regular worshipper at Christ

Brenda had performed sterling

especially in the MU window in

Church Malvern and helped Mary

work in looking after and organizing

the Lady Chapel. Dorothy was a

Parry and then Kathleen McQuillan

Harold in the last few years of his

member of the Malvern branch of

run the Friday Morning Coffee Shop

life, when he had become confused

the Disabled Christian Fellowship.

in Christ Church hall. She will be

and forgetful. She never complained

Dorothy died recently after a long

missed by the regular customers

and had a mental toughness to

illness and will be sadly missed by

at the Coffee Shop, her friends at

be admired. She was as sharp as

her family and her friends at Christ

Christ Church and by her family in

a needle in conversation and did

Church.

Edinburgh and Argentina.

not suffer fools gladly. In short, she
was part of the post-World War

MARGARET RICHARDS RIP

JOHN PARKER RIP

1 generation, most of whom took

Margaret Richards died recently in a

John Parker died shortly before

adversity in their stride and just

nursing home in Tenbury Wells. She

Christmas, having spent his final years

got on with whatever life threw at

was the widow of the Revd. Basil

as a resident of The Avenue Nursing

them. She worked hard for family,

Richards, a retired priest who helped

Home. He had previously worked

friends, community and church. We

with services at both Christ Church

at RSRE and lived in his own house

said farewell to Brenda at a lovely

and St. Mary’s Pickersleigh. Previously

in Court Rd, and was a regular “8

service at Worcester Crematorium

he had been Chaplain at Lasletts

O’ Clocker” for Holy Communion

and exited to the strains of Frank

Alms-houses in Worcester. Margaret

on Sunday. He had been happy at

Sinatra singing “My Way”, a fitting

Richards worshipped regularly at

The Avenue and was popular with

tribute to Brenda… especially the

Christ Church and also at St. Mary’s.

the staff, being of a polite, gentle

lines – “Regrets? I’ve had a few, but

For a time, she was a very efficient

and undemanding disposition. He

then again, too few to mention”.
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Group Captain Ronald Leppard, OBE

W

e were very sad to
learn of the death,
on 10/12/17, of
our dear friend Group Captain
Ron Leppard. Ron was born in
Brighton on 23rd September
1921. When World War Two
broke out in 1939 Ron was 18,
and the following year- bored
with his job in Bath and aged19in 1940 he volunteered for the
RAF.
Ron Leppard joined the
ground crew of 485 NZ Spitfire
squadron, based in Yorkshire.
Posts
followed
to the Coastal
Artillery
at
Dover as a radio
operator. He was
based next to an
anti-aircraft gun,
the
deafening
sound of which he
always said was
responsible for his
bad hearing. Later
he was with 512
Squadron for the
D-Day landings in Normandy.
At the end of the war he was
still just 23 years of age.
In 1945 he completed training
and became a commissioned
officer, with a posting to
Singapore in 1947 as part of
the British counter insurgency
campaign in the Far East. He had
fond memories, some of the few
that survived to his last years, of
flying in Sunderland Flying Boats

over large swathes of land and
sea from the Nicobar Islands in
the Bay of Bengal to Hongkong.
Returning to England in 1950,
he and Marjorie married;( they
met originally when he was on
wartime leave in Bath in 1941,
where she was at college, until
the house where she was lodging
was bombed). Sue was born in
1952 and David in 1954. In 1958
Ron was posted to SHAPE the
NATO headquarters on the
outskirts of Paris, taking the
family with him.

In the 1960’s there were
postings to Aden, (part of
modern day Yemen), Bahrain
and various English RAF bases,
including, in 1963, RRE at
Malvern. Ron and Marjorie
decided to buy a house in
Malvern - 28 Borrowdale Road.
But, fairly typically of the way
the Forces treated families in
those days, shortly after moving
in, he was posted to the other
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side of England - RAF Watton
in Norfolk. So, they were not
destined to live in the house
properly for many years.
This was still the era of the
Cold War and although the
Official Secrets Act forbade
him from saying much about
his work, he was heavily
involved in the development of
Electronic Counter Measures.
This culminated in 1975
being awarded the OBE for
successfully overseeing the
project to adapt and equip the
Nimrod R1 aircraft
fleet.
Ron always had a
fondness for Elgar’s
Enigma Variations”
f e a t u r i n g
“ N i m r o d ”,
meaning…
the
hunter.
Unlike
his brother Ray,
Ron was not of a
musical disposition.
However, he was
immensely proud
of Ray’s achievements as a
world-renowned
conductor
and arranger of classical music.
1978 Ron Leppard retired
from the RAF after 38 years’
service, as Deputy Director of
Ground Training responsible
for the careers of thousands
of airmen and women. He
continued working full- time for
the British Standards Institution
in London until 1984 when

Time for a Smile
he and Marjorie retired to
Malvern. They had a further 16
happy years together until his
wife died in 2000.
He loved Malvern, its hills,
the people and his local church,
Christ Church on Avenue
Road, with which he had along
association. Ron was involved
in just about every committee
and activity at Christ Church
almost right to the end of his
life; he was responsible for
re-designing the main lighting
system in the church and was
Chairman, for many years, of
the Trustees of Christ Church
Hall. After he stopped driving
his car, we remember him
battling to church on Sundays
on his mobility scooter, like a
fearless airplane pilot.
We understand that it
has been a great comfort
to the family that, because
of the wonderful care and
companionship he received,
he was able to end his days in
the same house he and his wife
bought together all those years
ago; it truly was his home.

BE CAREFUL WHAT YOU WISH FOR!
A vicar attended a lecture on how to make better use of
time. The lecturer gave as an illustration the fact that his wife
used to make several separate trips around the kitchen to
put various things on to the breakfast table, so he suggested
that she try carrying a few things together to save time. At
breakfast the next day, the vicar tactfully suggested to his
wife that she could do this. The result was that instead of his
wife taking fifteen minutes to get breakfast ready, he now
does it in the same time.
LEND A HELPING HAND
A burglar broke in to the house occupied by a young curate
and his wife. Hearing a noise downstairs, the curate stood
at the top of the stairs and shouted, “Hey what are you
doing down there.” The burglar replied very aggressively, “I’m
looking for money.” The curate said, “Wait until I get dressed
and I’ll come and help you.”
A FORMAL COMPLAINT!
A new sister was welcomed to a silent monastery and told
she must not speak until directed. After five years she was
told she could say two words, so she said “Hard bed.” A
better bed was provided. Five years later she was told she
could say another two words, so she said “Cold food.” Steps
were taken to provide better food. On her 15th anniversary
at the monastery, she was told she could say another two
words, so she said “Must leave.” She was told it was probably
the best thing as she’d done nothing but complain since she
arrived.

THE ABILITY TO SPEAK SEVERAL LANGUAGES
IS AN ASSET, BUT TO BE ABLE TO HOLD YOUR
TONGUE IN ONE LANGUAGE IS PRICELESS.
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CONCERTOS AND CAKE
A cosy church with concertos and cake and a very civilised way to
spend a Sunday afternoon indeed! The audience certainly appreciated
the beautiful programme of “musical nourishment” played so skilfully
by Orchestra Pro Anima with Michael Bochmann at the helm. Tea and
cakes were enjoyed at the interval and then the “icing on the cake” was
Elgar’s Serenade for Strings. It was lovely that the girls from Malvern
St James School were able to participate and show case their up and
coming talent - playing Amazing Grace. As ever, the audience all said they
couldn’t wait for the next time.

A MESSAGE FROM
MICHAEL
The grand centrepiece for this
programme is Mozart’s wellknown piano concerto in A
with that first class musician and
pianist Tim Sidford as soloist. It
follows on from the Mozart violin
concerto in our last programme
at Christ Church. But the rest
of the programme is equally
tantalising with Vivaldi, Debussy,
Mendelssohn and Handel to
name but a few. Please come
and with your presence add to
the warm atmosphere of Christ
Church where people meet in
music and in person.

And so here we have, not long to wait…

PIANO AND STRINGS WITH
ORCHESTRA PRO ANIMA
The ever popular orchestra returns on Sunday 18th March at 3.00 p.m. for
more wonderful music in the convivial atmosphere of Christ Church
where you will be able to relax and listen to another wonderful
programme. This time a firm favourite - Mozart’s piano concerto,
played by the brilliant Tim Sidford (please don’t tell him I have it as
my ring tone!) Plus, as Michael says an equally tantalising programme
of Vivaldi, Debussy, Mendelssohn and Handel and more.
To be sure of a seat at these increasingly popular concerts please
telephone Tourist Info on 01684 892289.
Delicious home-made cakes and tea and coffees at the interval make
it a truly home from home venue. Michael and Christ Church look
forward to welcoming you all.
Angela Green

Michael
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OPEN TUES-FRI 9AM-5PM
SATURDAY IS ONLY BY PRIOR
APPOINTMENT ONLY
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AND

alterations | repairs | more

clothing and soft furnishings

Call Wilma on
01684 567297 or 07708 014537
e-mail makesewmend@gmail.com
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Au dley Care M al ver n
Quality homecare tailored to your needs
Personal Care | Domestic Support
Health Management
Call to discuss the ways we can help
support you or a loved one. We are
also happy to organise a meeting in
the comfort of your own home.

Telephone

01684 214001
or email info@audleycare.co.uk
Audley Care Malvern
Abbey Road, Malvern
Worcestershire WR14 3HL
www. a u d l eyc a re.co. u k
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Laurence Kempton (Violin)
Katherine Thomas (Harp)

Rêves d’Amour
To include beautiful music by
Elgar, Dvorak and Pärt,
and melodies from stage and screen including
Ladies in Lavender and Scent of a Woman.

Sunday 15th April 2018
3:00pm
Christ Church, Avenue Road, Malvern WR14 3AY
Tickets
(Available at the door)
Adults £12 Students £6
Children Free
Further details available from
Angie Green at Christ Church
Katherine Thomas harpinwales@btinternet.com

